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Philby Said

To Propose

Washington fost Poretgn Service
LONDON, Dee. 19 — Harold

Adrian (Kim) Philby, the So-
viet agent who once held high

posts in the British intelli-~

gence service, reportedly has-
offered to withdraw his mem.- .
oirs if Britain agrees to an ex-
change of 'spies with the Rus-
sians.

The report appeared in The
London Sunday Times this.
week in an article by Murray
Sayle, a free-lance writer who
said he had several conversa--

tions with Philby during a re- -

cent trip to Moscow.

Sayle quoted Philby as sug—
gesting that Helen and Peter
Kroger be swapped for Gerald”’

Brooke, a young Englishman ,
who had been serving an es..

pionage sentence in Russia
since 1965. In 1961, the British
sentenced- the Krogers to 20
years in prison for spying.

In a note accompanying-
Sayle’s article, the . Sunday-
Times said it had turned down: -

80,000-word _ manuscript by -
Philby. .

It, said it had taken this de- -
ileision because memoirs by -
Philby—an admitted officer in
:|the KGB, or Soviet secret po- »
‘|lice, who fled to Moscow in..
:11963—"could only be a deliber- -
‘|ate attempt to damage West- -
‘lern interests, including West- .
ilern 1nte1hgence organiza- .
i|tions.” .
| In ascertaining what the o
{manuscript, was, the newspa-
‘iper continued, it turned out*
i|that it was not simply Philby’s
gmemozrs-—“but rather an in:»
‘|dictment of Western secret op- ;
‘lerations against the ‘Sgwet
Union, 1945.55.”
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e dunday. -

Times. and the London QOb--

server published a series of ar- =
ticles on Philby's 30-year ca--
reer as a top Soviet agent in
the West. The series proved-
an embarrassment to British
and American intelligence’
agencies and drew sharp eriti-
cism from George Brown, the -
British Foreign Secretary. -

I In- his article, Sayle guoted =
Philby as saying the main-
part of his book dealt with-
his work in the British intel-
ligence service, the CIA and
the FBIL

“I name the collea ues I
was involved with,” Philby is
juoted as saying, “but not in
an unkind way, I hope. Just
settinig down the facts. I think -

‘he truth should come out.”
His Own Idea
In answer to a questmn .
rom $Sayle, Philby said the
dea of exchanging the Kro-
zers for Brooke was his own,; "
10t- that of his superiors in-
the KGB. N

“Our position is that the
Krogers are innocent of the -
charges on which they were.-
convicted,” he said. “We hear -
that they are detferiorating in -
prison. . . . I feel I would like
to do whatever I can person-
|ally to get these people out.”

Philby described -Brooke as
“a poor silly fellow” who got »
involved with the NTS (“The
People’s Labor Front,”a Rus- .
sian refugee organization), :

He said the KBG had pene- .
trated the NTS so thoroughly: . -
that the very first persorm
Brooke contacted in it was
an agent of the Soviet .govern- :
ment.

The NTS was once financed
by British intelligence, Philby |
said. Sometime about 1950, he -
continued, he personally had
supervised its transferal to the ..
CIA's sphere of activity. Thus,
he said, the British and Amer- ..
icans would have to decide ..
among themselves who wanted
Brooke ‘back,




